
2021 Mayo Clinic Humanities in Medicine Symposium 
Engaging Across Disciplines:  Toward a Practice of Transdiciplinarity 
Livestream Program Schedule 
September 17, 18, 25, 28, 30 and October 9, 2021 
All times listed in CST 
 

9/17/2021 

Our virtual Symposium schedule departs from the traditional schedule of an in-person conference and is designed to 
maximize flexibility and avoid Zoom fatigue for participants. We have shortened the length of the days to better 
accommodate attendees in different time zones, and we have chosen to offer clusters of sessions over a period of 3 
weeks. Registrants are encouraged to attend as many sessions as their schedule allows with the assurance that: 

 • All conference sessions are included in the registration fee 
 • No pre-registration is necessary for workshops and performances  
• Recordings of plenary presentations will be available through October 9, 2022 
 
Workshops 
Presented by 2 to 4 facilitators representing a range of disciplines and institutions, workshops  
will engage participants in an applied practice of health-related humanities with a focus on  
techniques and skills.  
 
Panel  
Designed to examine a central issue or question, 3 to 4 presenters will offer brief, diverse perspectives of 15-20 minutes, 
followed by 15 minutes for discussion.  
 
Performance 
Collaborative original works of music, spoken word, theatre, dance or any other performance based artistic medium will 
be presented by a minimum of 2 artists.  
 
Reverse Paper  
In this format, groups will have 10 minutes to present a brief description of a new, original  
work-in-progress, idea or a paper with a central research question, followed by 10 minutes to  
invite creative, spontaneous ideation. Content will not have been previously published or  
presented. 
 
Networking Sessions 
Opportunity to connect with colleagues.  Meet here via Zoom or meet off-line on your own schedule. 
 
Date Category Presentation Title Presenter(s) 
Friday 9.17 

   

6:00pm  Plenary Dancing with Robots Catie Cuan 
7:00pm Plenary Transdisciplinarity in Practice Experience Bryon, Ph.D. 
8:00pm Plenary The Liaisons Project: Reimagining Stephen 

Sondheim 
Anthony de Mare 

Saturday 9.18 
   

11:00am-12:00pm Plenary Poetry of Resilience Ebony Payne-English 
12:15pm-1:45pm Panel Conversations about arts, humanities, and 

health: bridging the gap between 
humanities and medicine through a 
podcast series. 

Dieter Declercq, Ph.D., Ian Sabroe, 
Ph.D., FRCP, Lauren Barron, MD 
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Workshop Bridging individual and social health 

through an interdisciplinary approach: 
Mental health, body-mind practice and 
art. 

Katja Kolcio, Ph.D., Marta 
Pyvovarenko, Jennifer Rose 

2:00pm-3:00pm Special Report CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force Report 
and Discussion 

Jill Sonke, MA 

3:15pm-4:45pm Panel Transdisciplinary COVID-19 Arts Response: 
Performing Public Health 

Aaron Colverson, MM, Marina 
Tsaplina, Edith Moore Hubert MM, 
Virginia Pesata, DNP, APRN, 
Meghan Moe Beitiks, Kaitlyn Wittig 
Menguc, MA  

Panel Humanities in Medical Education; More 
than a quick-fix for physician and medical 
student burnout. 

Manisha Bharadia, Ashaka Patel, 
Pamela Brett-MacLean, Ph.D. 

Saturday 9.25 
   

11:00am-12:00pm Plenary Research at the National Endowment for 
the Arts: Linking the Arts to Clinical 
Practice 

Sunil Iyengar 

12:30pm-2:00pm Reverse 
papers 
 
(order of 
presentations 
subject to 
change)  

Pilot: Virtual Dignity Therapy in Patients 
Suffering from Psychosocial/Existential 
Distress 
 
Bugs, Drugs, and Body language: 
Figurative Language in Antimicrobial 
Stewardship 
 
Ballet and Medicine: The Intersection 
Between Movement, Art and Disability 
 
Test This: Reading the Rhetoric of Prenatal 
Genetic Screening 

Jessica Weng, Deirdre R. Pachman, 
MD, Ellen M. Wild, RN, Cory 
Ingram, MD 
 
Karen Meagher, Ph.D., Sara E. 
Watson, MA, Noelle Norona 
 
 
Emma Neary 
 
 
Heather E. Holcombe, Ph.D. 

2:15pm-3:45pm Workshop Stand-up as recovery: Comedy workshops 
for eating disorders 

Una Foye, Ph.D., Dieter Declercq, 
Ph.D., Dave Chawner  

Workshop “Creativity Afternoons” as a Mutual Space 
for Growth and Healing for Psychiatric 
Patients, Clinicians and Students 
  

Rebecca Grossman-Kahn, MD, Yuko 
Taniguchi MFA, Daniel Turin, Lucia 
Sem 
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4:00pm-5:30pm Reverse 
papers 
 
(order of 
presentations 
subject to 
change) 
  

Exploring the Role(s) of Humility within 
Healthcare Delivery through a 
Transdisciplinary Lens 
 
Hardback Life: A Book Club Focused on 
Literature for Young People for Pediatric 
Hospital Staff 
 
The Lesbian Librarian: Utilizing Library 
Programming to Invite Conversations 
About LGBTQ+ Issues in Residency 
 
Our Collective Fabric // The Microbiome 

Barret Michalec, Ph.D., Frederic W. 
Hafferty, Ph.D. 
 
 
Lynn Kysh, MLIS, Kyle Horne, CNP 
 
 
 
Laura A. Murray, MSIS 
 
 
Floor Grootenhuis, Sara Fresard, 
Jessica Dass 

Tuesday 9.28 
 

  
 

6:00pm-7:30pm Performance "I'm Not Your Virus!" Nealie Tan Ngo, Alan Lee, Ashley 
Benhayoun, Eunice Yuen MD, Ph.D.  

Workshop Narratives for Change Barbara Josephine Ensign, DrPH, 
RN, ARNP, Ngozi Oparah, MFA, 
Daniel Weinshenker, MSW  

Workshop Towards a Third Culture: Interprofessional 
Opportunities and Medical Humanities 

Ronja Bodola, Ph.D., Erin Capone, 
MD  

Panel Transdisciplinarity as a justice-centered 
approach to medical humanities 

Elizabeth Langland, Ph.D., Matthew 
Reznicek, Ph.D., Elizabeth 
Grumbach, MA, Erica O'Neil, Ph.D. 

7:30pm-8:30pm Networking 
Sessions 

  

Thursday 9.30 
   

6:00pm-7:30pm Performance The Manic Monologues: Changing the 
Narrative Surrounding Mental Illness 

Zachary Florentino Murguia Burton, 
Ph.D., Elisa Hofmeister, Rona Hu, 
MD, Omar Sahak, MD, MPH  

Workshop How to Use Non-Judgmental Exchange of 
Narratives to Combat Anti-Black Racism in 
Families 

Alan Kum Wing Lee, Nealie Tan 
Ngo, Kara Beatrice Beck, MS, 
Jessica G. Vigneron, Eunice Yuen, 
MD, Ph.D.  

Workshop Teaching Empathy and Communication 
through Dance 

Joanna Sue Yee Chan, MD, Teresa 
VanDenend Sorge, Ed.M.  

Panel Toward Transdisciplinarity at a Liberal Arts 
University: Building a Foundation for 
Integrating the Arts and Health Sciences 

Edith Moore Hubert, MM, Cari 
Freiberger, MFA, Megan Witte 
Bewernitz, Ph.D., OTR/L, Kimberly 
Beasley, MM, Erik DeCicco, MFA 

7:30pm-8:30pm Networking 
Sessions 

  

Saturday 10.9 
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11:00am-12:30pm Workshop Integrating actor training and 
improvisation into patient centered 
communication, cultural competencies, 
and rapport. 

Martin Shell, MFA, Salome V. 
Brooks, PT, Ed.D., MBA, MA 

 
Panel Voces y Visiones (Voices and Visions) Bobby Marines , Miguel Soto Valdez  
Panel Engaging the Inspiration of Arts and 

Nature to Link Human and Planetary 
Health 

Sara L. Warber, MD, Courtney 
Jackson, Elaine Sims, MA 

 
Workshop Make Arts for a Better Life: How to 

Develop Artistic Creations to Meet 
Community Needs and Aspirations 

Kathleen J. Van Buren, Ph.D., Brian 
Schrag, Ph.D., Robin Harris, Ph.D. 

1:00pm-2:00pm Plenary Panel The Big Picture:  Conference Topics in 
Review 

Cuan, Bryon, DeMare, Payne-
English, Iyengar 
Tane Danger, Moderator 

2:00pm-2:30 pm Conference 
Summary 

 
Theatre of Public Policy 

 

We extend sincere thanks to our conference sponsors: Mrs. Sissel Cooper Bos and The Irving S. Cooper Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Medicine and the Humanities for their support of Mayo Clinic and Mr. Paul Lavins, whose generous 
support of our center in Rochester honors the memory of his wife Dolores, who provides inspiration for all of our work. 


