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Minority Women Research Network  
Symposium Agenda 

 
 
 

Day 1  

8:30 AM   Registration & Continental Breakfast 

9:00 AM  Welcome  Remarks, Overview & Check-In Activity 

Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD, MPE, Founder 

9:15 AM  

 

Minority Women Research Network: Best Practices in Founding a Research Network  

Panel Facilitator: Tabetha Brockman, MA 

Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD, MPE, Monica Albertie, MHA, Felicity Enders, PhD, Allyson Hall, PhD, 
Desiree Rivers, PhD, and Fern J. Webb, PhD 

• Explain the background and development for a new research network 

• Describe the establishment of Minority Women Research Network  

• Summarize needed attributes to identify members for network  

9:45 AM Elevator Pitch Poster Presentations & Networking Break 

10:15 AM Community and Patient Engagement in Research to Increase Patient Centered Outcome 
Research and Comparative Effectiveness Research  

Presenter: Fern Webb, PhD 

• Topics include stakeholder identification, role delineation, navigating barriers, and 
determining engagement strategy  

10:45 AM Evaluation and Dissemination of Community and Patient Engagement in Research 

Panel Facilitator: Desiree Rivers, PhD 

Panelist: Tiffany Zellner, MA and Katherine Cornelius, MPH 

11:30 AM Elevator Pitch Poster Presentations & Networking Break 

12:00 PM Lunch in the Atrium  

Please proceed to the atrium for lunch   

12:15 PM Importance Of Community Capacity Building To Increase Partnerships  

Lunch Keynote Speaker: Edna Acosta Perez, PhD  

12:45 PM Break and Transition to Auditorium  
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1:00 PM An In Depth Look At Patient Centered Outcomes Research  

Conversation with Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD and Brian Rivers, PhD 

• Explain the importance of patient centered outcomes and comparative 
effectiveness research 

• Summarize the impact of patients and stakeholders in the research process 

• Discussion of funding opportunities  

1:30 PM Community and Academic Scholarship Best Practices  

Facilitator: Nicole Wright, PhD  

Panelist: Felicity Enders, PhD, Priscilla Gill, EdD and Sharese Willis Terrell, PhD 

2:15 PM 7 I’s Model to Increase Community and Patient Engagement in Research  

Presenter: Joyce Balls-Berry, PhD  

2:45 PM Elevator Pitch Poster Presentations & Networking Break 

3:30 PM Successful Examples of Community and Patient Engagement in Research  

Facilitator: Monica Albertie, MHA 

Panelist: Natalie Hernandez, PhD, Miguel Valdez Soto, BA and Tabetha Brockman, MA 

4:30 PM Housekeeping and Plans for Day 2  

Presenters: Joyce Balls-Berry, PhD and Katherine Cornelius, MPH 

5:00 PM  Scientific Oral Poster Session & Social Hour Networking: A Celebration of Engagement 

6:00 PM Adjourn 
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Day 2 

8:30 AM   Registration & Continental Breakfast 

9:00 AM  Welcome, Day 1 Recap, and Check-In Activity 

Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD, MPE  

9:15 AM  

 

Breakout Sessions 

Best Practices for Community Members, Patients, and Researcher Partnership  

Facilitators: Al Richmond, MSW, Monica Albertie, MHA, and Karen Landry, MPA 

• Recognize the importance of building relationships with academic partners 

• Best practices for developing partnerships to engage researchers on shared interest 

• Lessons learned on securing funding for sustainable partnerships 

Community, Patient, and Academic Career Development  

Facilitators: Felicity Enders, PhD and Priscilla Gill, EdD 

• Key features of developing main research areas  

• Consideration for academic advancement –scholarship, teaching and visibility   

• Recognize the importance of career development, mentoring, and executive 
coaching to enhance academic career  

10:30 AM Network Break 

10:45 AM  Georgia Community and Patient Engagement in Research Collaborations 

Facilitator: Desiree Rivers, PhD  

Panelist: Tabia Akintobi, PhD, Priscilla Pemu, MD and Rakale Quarells, PhD 

11:30 AM  Community Engagement in Research: A Community Partners Perspective  

Lunch Keynote Speaker: Juliana Ramirez-Rodriguez 

12:15 PM Network Break 

12:30 PM Panel on MWRN Workgroups and Partnerships 

Facilitator: Joyce E. Balls-Berry, PhD, 

Panelists: Allyson Hall, PhD, Desiree Rivers, PhD, Nicole Wright, PhD, Felicity Enders, PhD, 
and Monica Albertie, MHA 

• Benefits of MWRN Membership and partnership opportunities 

• Advantages of Participating in MWRN Workgroups  

1:30 PM Symposium Evaluation: Summary and Future Engagement 

Facilitator: Joyce Balls-Berry, PhD and Katherine Cornelius, MPH  

2:00 PM Adjourn 

 


