
Program Schedule 

Update in Gynecology and Minimally Invasive Surgery 2018 
Pre-Course Workshop 

 

 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 

 7:00 a.m. Registration & Breakfast 
 

Workshop Session I: Laparoscopic Suturing and Safe Tissue Extraction 
 

Co-Chairs: Megan N. Wasson, D.O., Michael L. Sprague, M.D., Sarah L. Cohen, M.D. 
Core Faculty: Tommaso Falcone, M.D., Johnny Yi, M.D., Javier F. Magrina, M.D.,  

Stephen E. Zimberg, M.D., Pere N. Barri, M.D. 
Adjunct Faculty: Sara Farag, M.D., Pamela Frazzini Padilla, M.D., Katherine A. Smith, M.D. 

 
 8:00 a.m. Welcome, Introductions and Course Overview 

Megan N. Wasson, D.O. 
 

 *Note: Attendees will have the option to spend time as they choose  
between the concurrent tissue extraction and suturing workshops. 
 

 8:05 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Demonstration of Contained Morcellation Techniques 
 Minilaparotomy 
 Vaginal 
 Laparoscopic 

 
Sarah L. Cohen, M.D. 
 

 8:05 a.m. Suturing Pre-Test 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 8:15 a.m. Fundamentals of Needle Loading and Suture Management 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

 8:20 a.m. Lab I: Drills, Needle Loading, Tissue Reapproximation 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 8:40 a.m. Intracorporeal Knot Tying 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

 8:50 a.m. Lab II: Intracorporeal Knot Tying 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 
 
 



 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 (continued – Workshop I) 
 

 9:20 a.m. Extracorporeal Knot Tying  
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

 9:30 a.m. Lab III: Extracorporeal Knot Tying and Troubleshooting 
Workshop Faculty 
 

10:00 a.m. Suturing Technologies including Barbed Suture 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

10:10 a.m. Lab IV: Suturing Technologies 
Workshop Faculty 
 

10:40 a.m. Suturing Post-Test 
Workshop Faculty 
 

10:50 a.m. Question & Answer Session 
Workshop Faculty 
 

11:00 a.m. Workshop I Adjourns 
 

 
Workshop Session II: Laparoscopic Suturing and Safe Tissue Extraction 

 
Co-Chairs: Megan N. Wasson, D.O., Michael L. Sprague, M.D., Sarah L. Cohen, M.D. 

Core Faculty: Tommaso Falcone, M.D., Johnny Yi, M.D., Javier F. Magrina, M.D.,  
Stephen E. Zimberg, M.D., Pere N. Barri, M.D. 

Adjunct Faculty: Sara Farag, M.D., Pamela Frazzini Padilla, M.D., Katherine A. Smith, M.D. 
 
11:30 a.m. Welcome, Introductions and Course Overview 

Megan N. Wasson, D.O. 
 

 *Note: Attendees will have the option to spend time as they choose  
between the concurrent tissue extraction and suturing workshops. 
 

11:35 a.m. – 2:20 p.m. Demonstration of Contained Morcellation Techniques 
 Minilaparotomy 
 Vaginal 
 Laparoscopic 

 
Sarah L. Cohen, M.D. 
 

11:35 a.m. Suturing Pre-Test 
Workshop Faculty 
 

11:45 a.m. Fundamentals of Needle Loading and Suture Management 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 



 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 (continued – Workshop II) 
 

11:50 a.m. Lab I: Drills, Needle Loading, Tissue Reapproximation 
Workshop Faculty 
 

12:10 p.m. Intracorporeal Knot Tying 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

12:20 p.m. Lab II: Intracorporeal Knot Tying 
Workshop Faculty 
 

12:50 p.m. Extracorporeal Knot Tying  
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

 1:00 p.m. Lab III: Extracorporeal Knot Tying and Troubleshooting 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 1:30 p.m. Suturing Technologies including Barbed Suture 
Michael L. Sprague, M.D. 
 

 1:40 p.m. Lab IV: Suturing Technologies 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 2:10 p.m. Suturing Post-Test 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 2:20 p.m. Question & Answer Session 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 2:30 p.m. Workshop II Adjourns 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 (continued – Workshop III) 
 

Workshop Session III: Advanced Office and Operative Hysteroscopy 
 

Co-Chairs: Abimbola O. Famuyide, MBBS and Matthew R. Hopkins, M.D. 
Core Faculty: Tatnai L.Burnett, M.D. and Zaraq Khan, MBBS 

 
 3:00 p.m. Welcome, Introductions and Course Overview 

Abimbola O. Famuyide, MBBS and Matthew R. Hopkins, M.D. 
 

 3:05 p.m. Hands-on Simulation Lab 
 
Lab I: Hysteroscopy Ergonomics 

 Perform diagnostic hysteroscopy 
 Perform operative hysteroscopy with scissors and graspers for 

polypectomy, uterine septum, and Asherman’s syndrome 
 Perform tubal occlusion with Essure placement 

 
Zaraq Khan, MBBS 
 
 
Lab II: Hysteroscopy Morcellators 

 Perform operative hysteroscopy for polyps and fibroids using 
hysteroscopic morcellators 

 
Matthew R. Hopkins, M.D. 
 
 
Lab III: Resectoscopy 

 Review proper ergonomics of resectoscopy to perform 
myomectomy or endometrial ablation 

 Review principles of electrosurgery 
 
Tatnai L.Burnett, M.D. 
 

 4:45 p.m. Question & Answer Session 
Workshop Faculty 
 

 5:00 p.m. Workshop III Adjourns 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


